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grateful nation. To our police, fire and public
safety personnel who ran in when others ran
out, who braved the flames, who followed the
leads and who took such actions as were nec-
essary to bring us a decade free of another
terrorist event on American soil belongs the
credit for this day. This anniversary belongs to
the fallen, their families and to all those whose
diligence and tenacity brought safety to our
families and justice to our enemies.

A common enemy forged common ground
and a new generation of American heroes.
Today, we rightly pause to remember those
who fell on 9-11 and every day since in the
War on Terror. But we also pause to celebrate
those Americans who, by their service and
sacrifice, have made this day of tragedy into
a triumph of freedom.

————
9/11 COMMEMORATION AND EMER-
GENCY PERSONNEL REMEM-
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Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, September
11, 2001, is a day forever etched into the
memory of the American people. On that day
10 years ago, over 3,000 innocent people, in-
cluding nine Texans, died during the attacks
on the World Trade Center, the Pentagon, and
aboard Flight 93. We gather at the Southlake
Baptist Church to honor both their memory
and the sacrifices of their families. We also
renew our commitment to honoring the sac-
rifice and service of the citizens who risked
their lives to help all those impacted on that
terrible day. Firefighters, police officers, and
first responders saved thousands of victims,
and nearly 350 rescue personnel gave their
lives in the service of others. It is because of
their bravery that many of us knew 9/11 would
not be the downfall of our great nation, despite
what those who attacked us intended. It is on
their behalf that today we honor Police Cor-
poral Randy Thomas and Paramedic Paul
Cook.

While 9/11 is a day of great solemnity, it is
also a moment of pride. Our reaction as a
country to those events—both during the
events and afterward—reveals much about us
as a people. Our enemies thought they could
break our spirit and crush our will, but they
failed to realize our resolve and resilience. As
President George Bush said only days later,
“America today is on bended knee, in prayer
for the people whose lives were lost here, for
the workers who work here, for the families
that mourn.” They sought to divide us, but
they mistook the strength of our convictions
for the inability to act and the wisdom of liberty
for frailty of arms. And they certainly failed to
understand the breadth of our unity and the
depth of our commitment to freedom both here
and around the world.

As we look back on the 10 years since the
attacks, we are reminded that the United
States still faces enemies who spread fear
and hate through terrorism and brutality. Con-
gress, the Presidency, and the Federal Gov-
ernment have an obligation and duty to protect
our nation. We have made great strides since
that terrible day, but there is still much to be
done. With God’s Grace America will continue
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to move forward, never forgetting the tragedy
of 9/11 but also never forgetting the strength
our fellow country men and women showed in
our time of need.

———

ON THE 10TH ANNIVERSARY OF
THE 9/11 TERRORIST ATTACKS

HON. PETER T. KING
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Mr. KING of New York. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in support of H. Res. 391 and to honor
the memory of the nearly 3,000 innocent
Americans who lost their lives 10 years ago,
in the attacks on September 11th, 2001. To-
gether, as a nation, we grieved with the fami-
lies and friends who lost loved ones. Then, to-
gether, we began to look forward.

Having had more than 150 constituents and
friends murdered by al-Qaeda, | have spent
much of the past 10 years with family mem-
bers of the 9/11 victims. These family mem-
bers do not need a decade or quarter-century
mark to remember their loved ones. For them,
each of the 3,652 passing days has been a
day of remembrance.

Since that day we have made great
progress in securing the Homeland. We cre-
ated the Department of Homeland Security,
and established a Director of National Intel-
ligence to better coordinate the Intelligence
Community and facilitate information sharing.
Today we are safer.

There is still more that can, and should, be
done. Ten years after 9/11 Congress has yet
to follow through on some recommendations
of the 9/11 Commission, including the call for
consolidation of congressional jurisdiction of
our homeland security efforts and the alloca-
tion of sufficient spectrum for the interoperable
communications needs of our first responders.

Killing Osama bin Laden was a tremendous
victory for us and all who oppose terrorism. Al
Qaeda Central has been damaged, but the or-
ganization and its affiliates are as dedicated
as they have been. They are working to
radicalize and recruit individuals within our
own country.

While we may be safer today than we were
10 years ago, we are still in great danger. Al-
Qaeda has not given up. It has adapted; its af-
filiates have grown; it actively recruits from
within our own country; and it continues to be
an active enemy.

We must not allow ourselves to grow com-
placent. Although not on the same scale, we
have been attacked since 9/11, with many
plots thwarted by excellent law enforcement
and intelligence work.

We must not forget the lessons we have
learned. We must acknowledge how far we've
come, but we must not forget that we still
have far to go before al-Qaeda and its affili-
ates are defeated and our Homeland is once
again safe from this enemy.

We must never forget what happened on 9/
11. As we honor the lives of the victims and
stand with their families, we also give our grat-
itude to the first responders who rushed to the
rescue and to the men and women of our mili-
tary and Intelligence Community who risked
and, in many cases, gave their lives to keep
America safe. In tribute to them, we must
pledge to continue to do all that we possibly

September 9, 2011

can to ensure that similar attacks are never
replicated.

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF SAINT
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Friday, September 9, 2011

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great honor and enthusiasm that | congratu-
late Saint George Serbian Orthodox Church in
Schererville, Indiana as its congregation joins
together in celebration of its 100th Anniver-
sary. The congregation, along with Parish
Priest, Very Reverend Dobrivoje, and Parish
President, Mr. Ray Vukas, will be celebrating
this momentous milestone with a celebratory
reception on Sunday, October 23, 2011, at the
Halls of Saint George in Schererville, Indiana.

Saint George Serbian Orthodox Church in
Schererville is a sister church of Saint George
Serbian Orthodox Church in East Chicago, In-
diana. The parish was established on October
30, 1911, when a small group of immigrants
from Serbia joined together with the goal of
preserving Serbian culture and religious tradi-
tion. That same year, they obtained the serv-
ices of a full-time priest and elected their first
executive board. The dedication ceremony
took place on Saint George’s Day, May 6,
1912. Many of the Serbian families sacrificed
and gave of their time to assist in building this
tremendous place of worship. The church con-
tinued to grow, and in the 1920’s, a small hall
and the parish house were built on the church
property. In 1949, construction began on a
new banquet hall/social center which was
completed a year later. Saint George Serbian
Orthodox Church became the second Serbian
Church in Indiana following the church built in
South Bend.

During its existence, Saint George Serbian
Orthodox Church experienced many changes
as its membership grew. These changes were
not only physical changes to the church itself
but also a religious schism within the Serbian
Orthodox church that affected its followers. In
1963, a decision from Belgrade regarding the
church structure resulted in years of turmoil
that divided Serbian Americans and the Ser-
bian Orthodox Church into two groups. By
1970, some of the parishioners who chose to
remain under the mother church in Belgrade,
Serbia purchased property in Schererville, In-
diana for a new church to be built. Within one
year, a hall was completed, and by 1980, the
new church and parish home were finished. In
1992, the church reunified and what remained
from the division were many churches
throughout the area spreading Serbian Ortho-
doxy. The church in Schererville continued to
grow, building a hall, a new church, a parish
home and a new banquet hall in Schererville.

Saint George Serbian Orthodox Church con-
tinues to touch the lives of countless individ-
uals through its compassionate service, espe-
cially to those in need. Over the years, the
church has come to the aid of Serbian immi-
grants by providing food, shelter and assist-
ance in finding employment. The church auxil-
iary group, Circle of Serbian Sisters, along
with three other Circles of Serbian Sisters in
Northwest Indiana, hold an annual fundraiser
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